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Ideas competition for the construction 
of a multifunctional cultural center 

in the oasis town of Figuig, Morocco. 
 

 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
The oasis of Figuig is rich in historical, social and cultural 

terms. A charming context, which must be safeguarded. 

The ideas competition is a valuable tool to further the pre- 

servation of the identity and culture of the place. The main 

objective of the MyDesignCompetition «Oasis House» is to 

sensitize the new generation of architects and designers 

to approach the idea with a vision of sustainability, which 

contributes to the social and cultural development of the 

place while respecting the local traditions. 

 

2. THE CITY OF FIGUIG 
Figuig is an oasis located at the south-eastern of Morocco, 

about 400 km south of the Mediterranean Sea and 7 km 

from the Algerian town of Beni Ounif. The territory on which 

the oasis insists is surrounded on three sides by Alge- 

ria, but the border with Morocco is now closed, which has 

contributed to the isolation of the town and to a migration 

movement, also due to the sudden reduction of its econo- 

mic resources. This situation has contributed to the degra- 

dation of its heritage, hence the urgency of its UNESCO 

heritage listing. 

Figuig is an oasis that has preserved exceptional archi- 

tectural and archaeological remains of its history, which 

today represent the richness of its material heritage: great 

walls, bastions, watchtowers, mosques, mausoleums, irri- 

gation canals... not to mention the rock engravings. Over 

time, the society of the Figuig oasis has developed a speci- 

 

fic building culture, based on the use of earthen materials, 

giving physical form to a complex system of knowledge, 

social and cultural practices, which constitute its intan- 

gible heritage. The heritage of Figuig is also agro-environ- 

mental, as evidenced by the water sources, which were 

the origin of the establishment of the ksour, the terraced 

gardens associated with the palm grove and its irriga- 

tion system. The Figuig oasis is presented as a coherent 

ensemble, both material and cultural, where there is com- 

plementarity between the architecture and spatial organi- 

zation of the ksour, the palm grove and its irrigation sys- 

tem and the whole range of social and cultural practices. 

This configuration is accentuated by its situation as an 

outlet to the sea, generated by the closure of the Algerian 

border. 

Source: whc.unesco.org 
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3. THE COMPETITION 
The city of Figuig (municipality and local associations) 

and MyAfricanCompetition, in collaboration with a scienti- 

fic commission composed of professionals and professors 

from Italian and Moroccan universities (Florence, Caglia- 

ri, Ena Oujda and Unica- mpania), are organizing a 

competition for the design and construction of a 

multipurpose center in Figuig. The competition aims to 

build a 1000 m2 multi-purpo- se center to promote 

training activities, raise awareness of the city and its local 

community, and preserve local culture. 

The competition aims to acquire the best design proposals 

for the construction of a multi-purpose structure, on one or 

more levels, used for multiple functions.The design solu- 

tions can be developed freely, respecting the reference 

regulations in force and the limits of the perimeter of the 

intervention area, which must be planned according to a 

layout of spaces capable of accommodating all the destina- 

tions envisaged in order to identify the concept of the inter- 

vention area. 

 

 

 

 
 

 Project objectives 
The project of the new multifunctional cultural center will 

have the fundamental role of preserving the artistic, histo- 

rical and architectural heritage and highlighting the parti- 

cularities of the oasis cities of central and southern Moroc- 

co, but also of improving the socio-economic conditions 

of the city of Figuig, by increasing the opportunities offe- 

red by responsible and cultural tourism. In this sense, the 

new centerwill be interpreted as a place that represents a 

meeting point between different communities and genera- 

tions, where creativity, the rediscovery of traditional arts 

and knowledge and the awareness of the importance of 

the historical and cultural heritage of the city can be deve- 

loped. 

For these reasons, the center should not be conceived as a 

finite space, but as a support and starting point for the dis- 

covery of the city, going beyond the concept of a traditio- 

nal exhibition center in favor of an integrated system with 

a network of itineraries and extensive experiences capable 

of telling the story of the richness and complexity of the 

Saharan city-oasis system. 
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 Content of the project 
The participants will have to develop creative proposals 

focused on the design of a body that effectively meets 

the quality requirements of the work, combined with the 

themes of eco-sustainability and landscape and cultu- 

ral integration. The multifunctional center will be located 

in the area identified by the local administration of Figuig 

in the center of the city, with a surface area of approxima- 

tely 10000 m2. The structure should have an indicative size 

of no more than 1000 square meters and may be on one 

or more levels at the discretion of the participants, with 

particular attention to the design of the outdoor spaces 

and green areas. In addition, it will be required to create a 

connection to allow access to the historic buildings behind 

it, with a view to future integration of the exhibition and the 

historic buildings. The multi-purpose center should accom- 

modate the following uses with dedicated spaces or in mul- 

tipurpose spaces capable of adapting quickly and easily to 

different functions: 

Exhibition space (200-300 m²) 

• Permanent exhibition spaces for the display of histori- 

cal objects and crafts from local traditions and crafts. 

• Temporary exhibition spaces for the promotion of youth 

creativity and craft activities carried out by communi- 

ties and associations. 

Office space (50 m²) 

• 2 offices for local associations 

• A small meeting room 

Reception/reception area Educational and cultural areas 

(80 m²). 

• 2 multi-purpose classrooms that can be used as tea- 

ching spaces, small craft workshops or for musical and 

folklore activities. 

Entertainment and exhibition rooms (300-400 m²) 

• Cinema/theatre room for at least 150/200 people, 

equipped with the necessary projection equipment. 

• An outdoor arena for performances or events 

Commercial space (60 m²) 

• Permanent or temporary shops and workshops for the 

promotion of typical local products 

Technical and functional space (150 m²) 

• Toilets for the public, technical room for the installa- 

tions, storage and warehousing for the associations’ 

and workshops’ equipment, connections. 

Green spaces and outdoor areas 

• Spaces equipped for outdoor use and temporary events 

• Small botanical garden for the preservation of typical 

local flora 

 

 

 
4. FIELD OF INTERVENTION 
The intervention area is located in the administrative area 

of Figuig, which was built during the colonial period and 

from which it inherits and preserves the architecture and 

urban composition. Among the most important buildings in 

the area are the Church of St. Anne, the French Residence 

(Jean Pariel) and the Town Hall. The intervention area, 

with an area of approximately 10000 m², is located on 

the main road of the village, a few meters from the main 

square 

and the most important public buildings. The multi-purpo- 

se center must be located in the area indicated in the ten- 

der and may contain not only the building but also external 

areas. Interventions that value local building techniques 

and traditions will be positively evaluated, also in an inno- 

vative perspective related to environmental, social and 

cultural sustainability. 

 

5 REGISTRATION 
 

 Who can participate? 
• Young people under 35 years of age. 

• individuals or groups of up to 3 people 

• students, graduates and professionals in the field of 

architecture and design. 

 

 How to participate? 
The registration form must be downloaded from www. 

mydesigncompetition.com, filled completed and sent to 

the following e-mail address: 

contest@myafricancompetition.com . Enclose proof of 

payment of the registration and participation fees. A vali- 

dation e-mail will be sent to you confirming your participa- 

tion in the competition. applications can be submitted by 

30 September. 

After registration, applicants will have until 15 November 

2021 to submit their projects on the same e-mail address: 

contest@myafricancompetition.com 

 

Contribution of participation 
• 80 euro/group, Europe 

• 700 MAD/group, Morocco 

• 80 dollars/group, for the rest of the world. 

http://www/
mailto:contest@myafricancompetition.com
mailto:contest@myafricancompetition.com
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Deliverables for the project 
1 - A1 ‘pdf’ file (594 x 841 mm), with a description of the 

project idea, with the title «MDO_name (individual/group)_ 

concept.pdf». 

• Master Plan 1:500/1:1000 

• Description of design choices and functions 

• Render/Image 

 
2- A1 «pdf» file (594 x 841 mm), containing the technical 

drawings of the project, entitled «MDO_name(individual/ 

group)_technical.pdf». 

• Plans 1 : 100 

• Elevations 1 : 100 

• Sections 1 : 100 - Details of technical solutions 

 
For attachments larger than (25Mb) supported by email, 

applicants can use the WeTransfer platform by sending the 

link to download the files to: 

contest@myafricancompetition.com 

 

Evaluation criteria 
Projects will be evaluated according to the following 

criteria: 

1. feasibility (30 points) 

2. quality and sustainability (30 points) 

3. Historical and environmental enhancement (20 points) 

4. Originality (20 points). 

Maximum total score for each project: 100 points. 

6. SCHEDULE 
• Registration phase: from Monday 2 August (press 

release and competition launch) 

• Registration and application: until 30 September 2021 

• Delivery stage: no later than 15 November 2021 

• Publication of results: 30 November 2021 

 

7. AWARDS 
1st prize : 

• 3000 € 

• Internship at AtelierKel studio (Marrakech, Morocco) - 

architect Karim ElAchak 

• Invitation to the Figuig project implementation 

workshop. 

2nd prize : 

• 2000 € 

• Internship at And-Studio (Pisa, Italy) - architect Andrea 

Mannocci 

• Invitation to a workshop in Figuig 

3rd prize: 

• 1000 € 

• Internship at Studio A1 (Casablanca, Morocco) - archi- 

tect AbderrahimKassou 

• Invitation to a workshop in Figuig 

 
Special Mention (no prize): The jury may mention up to 10 

projects that it considers interesting 

mailto:contest@myafricancompetition.com


MAISON 
INTERNATIONAL CONTEST 

 

DESOASIS 
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE AND JURY OF COMPETITION 

OPERATIONAL AND COORDINATION COMMISSION 
 


